
 

 

Epidemiology of TB and  

Diagnostic Delays 
 

 Subtitle 

Onn Min Kon 
TB Clinics 

St Mary’s and Hammersmith Hospitals 



• May heal spontaneously 

• May develop active disease  

–over weeks and months 

–‘primary’ TB 

• Contained and dormant 

–may reactivate later if debilitated or 

immunocompromised 

–‘post-primary’ TB 



 

 

 

 

 

Spread of 

M.tuberculosis – the 

causative bacillus of TB 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Trends in the annual number of cases of tuberculosis in England compared with the USA.  Dotted lines show 

projected numbers, assuming present annual percentage change continues for 2 more years.  (Based on data from 

Public Health England (UK) and the Centre for Disease Control and Prevention (USA). (Zenner et al 2013) 
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Three-year average TB rates by 

local authority district, England, 

2012-2014 



 

 

 

 

 * The TB Control Boards (TBCBs) are aligned with PHEC boundaries other than North 

East and the Yorkshire and the Humber PHECs, which together form the North East, 

Yorkshire and Humber TBCB, and the South East and South West PHECs, which 

together form the South East and South West TBCB 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Country of birth 

Number 

of cases 

Percentage 

of cases 

(%)* 

Median time in 

years since 

entry to UK 

(IQR) 

UK 1,774 28.2 - 

India 1,288 20.5 7 (3 - 14) 

Pakistan 791 12.6 10 (3 - 25) 

Somalia 230 3.7 10 (3 - 14) 

Bangladesh 207 3.3 8 (4 - 19) 

Nepal 168 2.7 4 (3 - 9) 

Nigeria 118 1.9 7 (2 - 17) 

Philippines 111 1.8 9 (4 - 13) 

Zimbabwe 107 1.7 11 (9 - 12) 

Afghanistan 96 1.5 8 (4 - 13) 

Romania 88 1.4 1 (0 - 6) 

Eritrea 83 1.3 3 (0 - 8) 

Kenya 81 1.3 19 (8 - 41) 

Sri Lanka 78 1.2 11 (4 - 15) 

Poland 70 1.1 6 (2 - 8) 

Others (each <1%) 1,007 15.8 8 (3 -16) 

Total* 6,297 100.0 9 (3 - 20) 



 

 

 

 

 

Trend in TB case notifications for top five countries of birth*  

of non-UK born cases, England, 2005-2014 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


